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Board of Gounty Gommissioners
Agenda Request

I _EsT t857 _ Requested Meeting Date: June 14,2022

Title of ltem: Ratify LELS 2021-2023 Agreement

Agenda ltem #

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

INFORMATION ONLY

Action Requested:

V npprove/Deny Motion

Direction Requested

Discussion ltem

Hold Public Hearing*
*provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Adopt Resolution (attach draft)

Submifted by:
Bobbie Danielson, HR Director

Department:
HR Dept.

Presenter (Name and Title):
Jessica Seibert, County Administrator, or Bobbie Danielson, HR Director

Estimated Time Needed:
8 Minutes

Summary of lssue:

The LELS union represents 5 positions in our Sheriffs office. The parties recently reached a tentative agreement in
mediation. Results of the union vote are pending at time of agenda deadline. Agreement attached. A few highlights of
tentative agreement include: Wages
11112021- pattern settlement, 1l2o/o genercl adjustment, plus step, not to exceed the maximum, plus one-time lump
sum payment of $354.23.
11112022 - conversion to open range scale, 5% within range movement, not to exceed the maximum.
71112022 (no retroactivity) - $O.SO per hour (or equivalent for salaried staff) within range movement, not to exceed the
maximum.
11112023 - 5% within range movement, not to exceed the maximum.

Employees will remain on the Open Range Scale through December 31, 2023 at which point the Union may elect to
convert to the pay schedule attached as Appendix B (step schedule).

While on the Open Range Scale, employees whose wage is below the maximum of the appropriate pay range will
receive a minimum of 2% within range movement, not to exceed the maximum, on January 1, along with any other
negotiated increase.

lncrease to employer's contribution towards health insurance premiums as outlined on page 9 of the Agreement.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:

Recom mended Action/Motion :

Motion to ratify the attached 2021-2023 LELS Agreement and to authorize the Chair, Administrator, and HR Director to
sign. Also, authorize the County Administrator to make final edits if any are necessary following discussion with the
business agent (text is under review at time of agenda deadline). This ratification is contingent upon the union
membership voting to accept the tentative agreement.

Financial lmpact:
ls there a cosf assocrafed with this request?
What is the totalcost, with tax and $
/s fhr.s budgeted? Yes No Please Explain:

Yes No

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission
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SHERIFF'S OFFICE SUPERVISORY UNIT

AGRE,EMENT

By and Between

AITKIN COUNTY

ANI)

LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVICES, LOCAL #504
(Sheriffs Office Supervisory Unit)

PREAMBLE
Aitkin County, hereinafter referred to as the "Employer" and Law Enforcement Labor Services,
Local 504, representing employees in those classifications covered by this Agreement, hereinafter
referred to as the "IJnion", agree to the following provisions covering wages, hours and working
conditions during the period of this Agreement. This Agreement shall supersede and replace all
previous agreements between the parties hereto.

TERMS AND RELATIONS
This Agreement is intended to secure proper employment terms and conditions of said Employer
and to advance friendly relations between the Employer and the employees. Both the Employer
and the employees agree to carry it out fairly.

ARTICLE 1. RECOGNITION

1.1 Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. shall be recognized as the sole and exclusive
representative for the Supervisory Unit as set forth in the Certification of Exclusive
Representative, Case No. 22PRE0935 dated December 28, 2021 by the Bureau of
Mediation Services, State of Minnesota, to with:

All essential supervisory employees employed by the Aitkin County Sheriffls
Department, Aitkin, Minnesota, who are public employees within the meaning of
Minn. Stat. $1794.03, subd. 14, excluding confidential and all other employees.

1.2 REPRESENTATION. The Union shall be the sole representative of all classifications of
employees covered by this Agreement in collective bargaining with the Employer, and
there shall be no discrimination against any employee because of non-Union aff,rliation.

1.3 CHECKOFF. In recognition of the Union as the exclusive representative, the Employer
shall deduct from the pay of all employees an amount sufficient to provide payment of
initiation fees and dues established by the Union from the wages of all employees who
expressly authorize, in writing, such a deduction. The Employer shall remit such deduction
to the appropriate designated representative of Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc.

J



The Union agrees to indemnify and hold the Employer harmless against any and all claims,
suits, orders or judgments brought or issued against the Employer as a result of any action
taken or not taken by the Employer under the provisions of this section.

1.4 TIME OFF. The Employer agrees to grant reasonable and necessary time off, without
discrimination or loss of seniority rights and without pay, to any employee designated by
the Union to attend a labor convention or serve in any capacity or other Official Union
business, provided one (1) week's witten notice is given to the Sheriff by the Union,
specifying length of time off. The Union agrees that in making its request for time off for
Union activities, due consideration shall be given to the number of individuals affected in
order that there shall be no disruption of the Employer's operations due to lack of available
employees.

The Employer will not pay any employee to come in on their scheduled time or day(s) off
for negotiations, but when on-duty, the Employer will permit the Union's Negotiating
Committee, comprised of up to two members of the bargaining unit, to appear at all
negotiation meetings with the Employer without the loss of pay.

ARTICLE 2. VESTED RIGHT OF MANAGEMENT

The right to employ, transfer, direct and discipline employees and the management of the property
and equipment of the Aitkin County is reserved and shall be vested exclusively in the County
Board, including the sole authority of the County Board to define "cause" for management action.
The County Board through authority vested through the Minnesota State Statutes shall have the
right to determine how many individuals will be employed or retained together with the right to
exercise full control and discipline in the proper conduct of its operation. The Aitkin County Board
shall have the sole right to contract for any work it chooses, and direct employees to perform such
work wherever located in its jurisdiction. The County Board shall have the exclusive right to
determine the hours of employment and the length of the work week and to make changes in the
detail of the employment of the various employees from time to time as is deemed necessary for
the efficient operation of the Sheriffs Department, and the Union and the members agree to
cooperate with the County Board in all respects to promote the efficient operation of the Sheriffs
Department. The Union will be notified by the County Board of any said changes or adjustments.
The provisions of this Article are subject to the procedural rights of the employees as set forth in
the other Articles contained in this Agreement.

ARTICLE 3. EMPLOYMENT STATUS

A regular employee is hereby defined as a person hired to fill a full-time peffnanent position.

ARTICLE 4. PROBATION

PROBATION. All employees newly hired in a position covered by this Agreement, except
the position of Undersheriff, shall serve a one (l) year probationary period of continuous
service. During such probationary period they shall be subject to dismissal for any reason
without recourse to the grievance procedure.

4

4.1



Employees who have completed their probationary period as outlined for the Deputy/Jailer
Dispatcher Bargaining Unit shall be entitled to immediate coverages for all benefits upon
transfer to a position within the Supervisory Unit.

4.2 TRANSFER OF EMPLOYEES FROM LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT. Any employee
who is appointed to the position of Undersheriff shall be on a leave of absence from the
Licensed Essential Unit without pay for up to ten (10) years. All accrued vacation, personal
leave, and sick leave shall carry forward with them to the Supervisory Unit. Their
bargaining unit seniority shall be tolled (frozen) and remain with the Licensed Essential
Unit until the Undersheriff returns to the Licensed Essential Unit.

4.3 TION OF APPOINTMENT - The Undersheriff serves in a
unique position of trust and in a confidential relationship with the Sheriff. The parties
therefore agree that the Sheriff may terminate the appointment of the Undersheriff at any
time, upon written notice and without cause. The parties further agree that termination of
the appointment of the Undersheriff is not and shall not be construed as disciplinary action,
and said termination of appointment is not subject to the grievance procedure of this
Agreement. Upon termination of appointment, the Undersheriff may elect to return to the
previous position held in an Aitkin County non-supervisory bargaining unit as outlined in
Article 4.2 above, provided he/she holds more seniority in that bargaining unit than the
least senior employee in the applicable job class. Termination from employment with
Aitkin County is subject to the Grievance Procedure.

ARTICLE 5. EXPENSES/LOSS OR DAMAGE

5.1 EXPENSES. In accordance with the established policy of the County of Aitkin on
presentation of expense report with receipts, all employees, when away from their homes
overnight because of their duty, or outside the County, shall be reimbursed for food and
lodging expenses during their absence.

5.2 LOSS OR DAMAGE. Employees shall not be charged for loss or damage to equipment
unless clear proof of negligence is shown. This Article is not to be construed as applying
to charging for normal usage or wear and tear on equipment.

ARTICLE 6. UNIFORMS AND POST LICENSE

The County agrees to supply to all regular full-time employees, three (3) winter and three (3)
summer uniforms. Replacements will be furnished when needed.

The Employer shall contribute 100% of the cost of the license fee required by the Minnesota Peace
Officer Standards and Training Board (POST) when licensure is required by the Employer.
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ARTICLE 7. MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

Physical, mental or other examinations required by the Employer shall be promptly complied with
by all employees, provided, however, the Employer shall pay for all such examinations.
Examinations not to exceed one (1) in any one (1) year, unless the employee has suffered serious
injury or illness during the year. Employees shall receive their regular compensation and shall not
be deducted pay for time spent during an examination required by the Employer. If the employee
disagrees with the results of the medial examination required by the Employer, the employee may
be examined by a doctor chosen by the employee or the Union. The Employer shall not be required
to pay for said examination. Any further examinations shall only be done in accordance with
disability law.

ARTICLE 8. WORK HOURS

The Sheriffs Department maintains the facilities on a twenty-four (24) hour a day basis.
Supervisory personnel may be required to respond on a twenty-four (24) hour a day basis. The
normal work week is forty (40) hours. However, it is expected that employees will provide service
necessary to carry out the functions of the position. This includes weekends and nights as required.

ARTICLE 9. PAY PERIOD

All employees covered by this Agreement shall be paid bi-weekly on Friday for work performed
during the previous pay period. If a holiday falls on Friday, pay day will be the last workday before
the holiday. Each employee shall be provided with a statement of gross earnings and an itemized
statement of all deductions made for any purpose.

ARTICLE 10. LEAVES OF ABSENCE

10.1 FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE. Eligible employees will be granted FMLA in
accordance with legal mandates and County policy.

I0.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE. Any employee desiring leave of absence from his or her
employment shall secure written permission from the County Administrator. Except as

required by law, the maximum leave of absence shall be two (2) thir.ty (30) day periods and
may be extended for like periods upon approval of the County Administrator. During the
period of absence, the employee shall not engage in gainful employment. An employee
who engages in gainful employment while on a leave of absence shall be deemed to have
voluntarily quit employment with Aitkin County. The employee must make suitable
arrangements for continuation of health insurance, union dues, and other benefit payments
before the leave may be approved by the Employer.

10.3 PERSONAL LEAVE. Full-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees shall be
granted nine (9) hours of personal leave each quarter, and may accumulate up to thirty-six
(36) hours of personal leave at any given time. Personal leave is not paid out upon
termination of employment or death.
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10.4 BEREAVEMENT LEAVE. Full-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees will
be allowed a maximum of three (3) days (24 hours) leave without loss of pay when a death
occurs in an employee's family, which shall be construed in this section to mean spouse,
life partner, child, stepchild, parent, stepparent, sibling, step sibling, father-in-law, mother-
in-law, daughter-in-law, son-in-law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law, grandparents and
grandchildren. Two (2) additional days (16 hours) may be allowed when extensive travel
is necessary (greater than 250 miles one way), subject to the approval of the Employer.
Additional time, if needed, may be allowed by the Employer, but such additional time in
excess of the five (5) days (40 hours) provided above shall be charged against the
employee's sick leave.

ARTICLE 11. HOLIDAYS

All regular full-time employees (probationary and non-probationary) shall be entitled to eight (8)
hours of holiday pay for the following holidays:

New Year's Day
Presidents Day
Martin Luther King Day
Memorial Day
Fourth of July

Labor Day
Veteran's Day
Thanksgiving Day
Friday after Thanksgiving Day
Christmas Day

When any of the above-named holidays fall on a Sunday, the following day shall be observed as

the holiday. When the holiday falls on a Saturday, it shall be observed on the preceding Friday.

Employees shall be entitled to four (4) hours of holiday pay for Christmas Eve only in the years
when the holiday falls on a Monday through Thursday. If Christmas Eve falls on a Friday, Saturday
or Sunday there is no holiday pay provided.

ARTICLE 12. VACATIONS

l2.l Regular full-time employees shall be granted vacation based on length of County
employment as follows:

Completed Years
of Service

0-3
3-5
5-1 0

10-15
15+

Rate of Accumulation
of Vacation Days Per
Month of Work

1.0

t.25
1.50

t.75
2.0

Working Days Employee
May Earn as Vacation
Per Year
I2
15

18

2T

24

Upon termination of employment, permanent employees shall be paid for any accumulated
vacation credits, unless the employee is terminated for just cause.
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12.2 MAXIMUM ACCRUAL. Employees are expected to use their accumulated vacation
within the year of accrual. Vacation leave may be accumulated up to a maximum of 280
hours. Vacation hours over 280 hour maximum shall be forfeited as accumulated on a
monthly basis until such time as the employee is below the 280 hour maximum.

12.3 VACATION CASH OUT Employees who have used at least twelve (12) vacation days rn
the previous twelve (12) month period may elect pay in lieu of accumulated vacation hours,
for up to ten (10) days once in any calendar year.

ARTICLE 13. SICK LEAVE BENEFITS/CARE OF RELATIVES

Full-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees are allowed to accumulate sick leave at
the rate of eight (8) hours per month of continuous employment. Employees are allowed to
accumulate up to a maximum of 960 hours (120 working days) of sick leave. Upon separation,
employees shall not be paid for any unused sick leave.

Accrued sick leave may be used when an employee cannot perform work duties due to but not
limited to the following: personal illness or injury; necessity for medical or dental treatment or
examination, where such treatment cannot be scheduled outside of working hours; emergency,
illness or injury of the employee's immediate family member which requires the employee's
attendance and care; quarantine directed by a medical physician; disability; pre and postnatal care.
For the pu{pose of this paragraph, immediate family is def,rned as; spouse, child, stepchild, adult
child, parent, stepparent, mother-in-law, father-in-law, or grandchild. The County Sheriff or
designee, at his/her discretion, may require a doctor's certificate showing the nature of an injury or
illness.

Sick leave may be used because of illness or injury of the employee's sibling or grandparent as

well. For siblings and grandparents, use is limited to 160 hours all combined per calendar year.

The County may require a doctor's certificate for the need of an employee's absence

Employees who have completed their probationary period as outlined for the Deputy/Jailer
Bargaining Unit shall be entitled to immediate coverages for all sick leave benefits upon transfer
to a position within the Supervisory Unit.

ARTICLE 14. RETIREMENT

The parties agree and understand that PERA retirement benefits are govemed by Minnesota
statutes.

ARTICLE IS.INSURANCE AND BONDS

15.1 GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE. The Employer agrees to offer a Group Health Insurance
plan equivalent to existing coverage, subject to the provisions of this Article and
limitations, benefit and conditions established by the contract with the insurance carrier.
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The aggregate value of benefits provided by the group health insurance contract for
employees covered by this collective bargaining agreement shall not be reduced, unless the
employer and union agree to a reduction in benefits.

In the event the health insurance provisions of this Agreement fail to meet the requirements
of the Affordable Care Act and its related regulations or cause the Employer to be subject
to apenalty, tax or fine, the Union and the Employer will meet immediately to bargain over
alternative provisions so as to comply with the Act and avoid any penalties, taxes or fines
for the Employer.

The Employer shall contribute on behalf of eligible permanent and probationary employees
working thirty (30) or more hours per week as follows:

**{'For 2023, the employer and employee will split the premium increase 50:50, not to exceed
the numbers above.

The Employer's contribution shall not exceed the cost of the premium.

The employer may offer a waiver plan by county policy.

The employee may "buy up" to available higher cost plans by paying the premium difference.
However, note, there is no employer HSA contribution offered on the higher cost plans.

Effective June 1, 2021, the Employer shall make a contribution to each eligible employee's HSA
account, pro-rated by pay period lover 24 pay periods per calendar yearl, as follows:

Single 52,260 per year, pro-rated by pay period
Single + I $3,260 per year, pro-rated by pay period
Family $3,260 per year, pro-rated by pay period

Eligible employees will receive a pro-rated HSA contribution for all pay periods in which the
employee is in a compensated payroll status or on FMLA.

9

HSA Compatible Plan Employer's Share of the
Premium per month

Employee's Share of the
Premium per month

Single $618.10 per month for 2021.
$675.74 per month for 2022
$To be determined for 2023

$0/month for202l.
$0/month for 2022.

$0/month for2023.
Single + I $1,211.04 per month for 2021.

$1,293.52 per month for 2022
$ To be determined for 2023

$ 1 90.00/month for 2021.
$260.00/month for 2022.

$310.00/month for 2023. ***
Family $1,441.38 per month for 2021

$1,529.80 per month for 2022
$ To be determined for 2023

$360.00/month for 2021.
$4 1 0.00/month for 2022.
$460.00/month for 2023. ***



The Employer shall be obligated to make only one (1) HSA account contribution on behalf of an
employee. Therefore, if the employee is enrolled as a dependent of another employee for whom
the Employer has made a family coverage contribution, the Employer is not obligated to make a
separate single coverage contribution on behalf of the employee.

15.2 LIABILITY INSURANCE. The County of Aitkin agrees to furnish, at no cost to the
employee, liability insurance to protect officers in amounts equal to the County's statutory
liability for claims where the County has a duty of indemnification pursuant to Minnesota
Statute Section 5466.07 .

15.3 LIFE INSURANCE. The County Board agrees to provide and pay for a life insurance
policy of $25,000.00 for all employees and to provide life insurance coverage in the amount
of $15,000.00 for their spouses and dependents to age 26, subject to carrier restrictions.

I5.4 BONDS AND PREMIUMS. Should the Employer require any employee to give bond,
cash bond shall not be compulsory, and any standard premium involved shall be paid by
the Employer. The primary obligation to procure the bond shall be on the Employer. If the
Employer cannot arrange for a bond within ninety (90) days, he must notify the employee
in writing. Failure to so notify shall relieve the employee of the bonding requirement.

If the proper notice is given, the employee shall be allowed thirty (30) days from the date
of such notice to make his/her bonding requirements. Standard premiums only on said bond
to be paid by the Employer. The standard premium shall be that premium paid by the
Employer for bonds applicable to all other of its employees in similar classifications. Any
excess premium to be paid by the employee.

15.5 LONG TERM DISABILITY. The Employer shall provide Long Term Disability Insurance
reimbursement for fulltime permanent employees in accordance with the Personnel
Policy. Part-time employees are not eligible for LTD.

Full-time permanent employees shall have the option to purchase other voluntary benefits
as offered by the Employer at the employee's cost in accordance with the terms of the policy
between the Employer and insurance carrier.

ARTICLE T6. INDIVIDUAL AGREEMENT

The Employer agrees not to enter into any contract or agreement with any employees, individually
or collectively, which in any way conflicts with the terms and provisions of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 17. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

I7.1 Crucial to the cooperative spirit with which this Agreement is made and in the sense of
faimess and justice brought by the parties to the adjudicator of employee grievance, should
an employee feel that their rights and privileges under this Agreement have been violated,
they shall consult with their Union Steward. The Steward shall affange for a Step I
grievance meeting. Discharges shall be handled as specified in Article 19, except as
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provided in Article 4 of this Agreement. Any such dispute, complaint or grievance shall be

deemed to have been waived if not presented in writing by the aggrieved employee within
fourteen (14) calendar days following the known occurrence out of which the grievance
arose or from the first date of which the grievance could reasonably be assumed to be
known.

Any controversy arising out of the interpretation of, or adherence to, the terms and
provisions of this Agreement shall be settled by the grievance procedure hereinafter set

forth: Should a difference arise between the Employer and the Union or employees as to
the meaning and application of the provisions of this Agreement or as to the compliance of
either party with any of its obligations under this Agreement, or should there be any
complaint or grievance by an employee, the Union or the Employer, an earnest effort shall
be made to settle such differences immediately under the following procedure:

Step 1. Between the employee affected, Steward, and Human Resources Director

Step 2. Should the Union feel that the reply of the Human Resources Director is
unsatisfactory, the Union shall immediately submit the facts in writing to the County
Administrator. The parties shall arrange for a meeting within five (5) calendar days for
negotiation of the issue. If the parties desire, a representative of the Union and a

representative of the Employer shall attend said meetings. If the issue remains unresolved
it shall be submitted within ten (10) calendar days to arbitration in accordance with Step 3.

Step 3. Any dispute, difference or grievance relative to the interpretation of or adherence
to the terms of this Agreement which has not been concluded through the above procedure
within ten (10) calendar days after reduction in writing in the manner hereinabove
provided, the matter may be referred by either party within five (5) calendar days to
arbitration. For grievance matters involving written disciplinary action, discharge, or
termination, the assignment of an arbitrator shall be consistent with Minnesota Statute

5626.892. For all other grievances, a neutral arbitrator may be mutually agreed upon by
the representatives of the parties. Should the representatives of the Union and the Employer
fail to agree upon a neutral arbitrator within five (5) additional calendar days, the neutral
arbitrator shall be appointed as follows:

l7.2 ARBITRATOR'S AUTHORITY. The Commissioner of the Minnesota Bureau of
Mediation Services shall be called upon to submit a panel of seven (7) neutral arbitrators.
After said panel has been submitted to the parties by the Bureau of Mediation Services, the
Neutral arbitrator shall be selected by striking six (6) names. The first strike to be

determined by drawing lots, the seventh remaining name shall be the neutral arbitrator. The
decision of the arbitrator shall be final and binding on the Union, the Employer and any
employee affected in a controversy so settled. If either party fails to abide by the decision
of the arbitrator, the parties will then be allowed to use whatever legal recourse they deem
necessary. The Union and the Employer shall share equally any cost for the arbitrator. The
arbitrator shall not add to, subtract from, or vary the terms of this Agreement. The arbitrator
shall only determine issues submitted in writing. All decisions must be rendered in
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accordance with the language of this Agreement or written interpretation pertaining thereto
signed by the parties to this Agreement or their representatives.

17.3 WAIVER. I1 a grievance is not presented within the time limits set forth above, it shall be
considered waived. If a grievance is not appealed to the next step within the specified time
limit or any agreed extension thereof, it shall be considered settled on the basis of the
Employer's last answer. If the Employer does not answer a grievance or an appeal thereof
within the specified time limits, the Union may elect to treat the grievance as denied at that
step and immediately appeal the grievance to the next step. The time limit in each step may
be extended by mutual written agreement of the Employer and Union in each step.

17 .4 CHOICE OF REMEMDY. If as a result of the written Employer response in Step 2 the
grievance remains unresolved and if the grievance involves the suspension, demotion or
discharge of an employee who has completed the required probationary period, the
grievance may be appealed either to Step 3 of this grievance procedure or to another
procedure such as Veterans Preference or Fair Employment. If appealed to any procedure
other than Step 3, the grievance shall not be subject to the arbitration procedure provided
in Step 3. The aggrieved employee shall indicate in writing which procedure is to be used

- Step 3 of this grievance procedure or an alternative procedure. The election set forth
above shall not apply to claims subject to the jurisdiction of the United States Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission unless allowed by law.

ARTICLE 18. DISCPLINE

18.1 Disciplinary action, including oral reprimand, written reprimand, suspension without pay,
demotion, or discharge, may be imposed upon an employee forjust cause. Any disciplinary
action imposed may be processed as a grievance through the grievance procedure outlined
in Article I 1. Oral reprimands may not be processed beyond Step 3 of the grievance
procedure.

18.2 Employees have a right to make a clear request for union representation before or during
an investigatory interview if the discussion could in any way lead to their being disciplined
or terminated.

ARTICLE 19. DISCHARGE AND LOUDERMILL HEARING

This Article 19 shall pertain to discharge cases only, except as provided in Article 4 of this
Agreement.

19.1 An action to discharge an employee shall be taken by the appointing authority only after a
Loudermill Hearing has been held between the designated Union representative and
employee, and the County Administrator, or the Employee has waived their Loudermill
rights. The employee and the Union shall be given written notice of the charges against the
employee, a detailed summary of the underlying investigation, if any, and of the
Loudermill Hearing date and time at least ten (10) calendar days prior to the meeting. The
Union and the employee shall be present at the meeting, and the Union shall present
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information relevant to the proposed discharge and may present witnesses and evidence.
The Sheriff and/or Human Resources Director shall have the right to present information,
witnesses and evidence at the meeting. This meeting shall be in lieu of Step 1 of the
Grievance Procedure set forth in Article 17 of this Agreement.

I9.2 In the event the appointing authority proceeds to discharge, then a grievance relating to
discharge shall be filed at Step 2 of the Grievance Procedure within ten (10) working days
of the date of the discharge action.

ARTICLE 20. SAVINGS AND SEPARABILITY CLAUSE

If any Articles or Section of this Agreement or any riders thereto should be held invalid by
operation of law or by any tribunal of competent jurisdiction, or if compliance with or enforcement
of any Article or Section should be restrained by such tribunal pending a final determination as to
its validity, or if any Article, Section or rider is contrary to a state or federal administrative ruling
or in violation of state or federal legislation or administrative regulations, the remainder of this
contract and any rider thereto, or the application of such Article or Section to persons or
circumstances other than those to which it had been held invalid or to which compliance with or
enforcement of has been restrained, shall not be affected thereby.

In the event that any Article or Section of this Agreement is held invalid or enforcement of or
compliance with which has been restrained, as set forth, the parties affected thereby shall enter
into immediate Collective Bargaining negotiations, upon the request of the Union or the County,
for the purpose of arriving at a mutually satisfactory replacement, pertaining to the same subject
matter for such Article or Section during the period of invalidity or restraint.

ARTICLE 21. WAGES

2l.l Effective January l, 20210 employees covered by this Agreement shall be paid in
accordance with Appendix A.

Ill12021 One-half percent (ll2%) general adjustment. Employees whose wage is
below the maximum of the appropriate wage schedule will advance to the next step
on January I,202I.

llll202l One-time lump sum payment of $354.23 per employee.

In no event shall an employee's wage be adjusted to exceed the maximum of the
appropriate salary range.

Effective January l, 2022, employees covered by this Agreement shall be paid in
accordance with Appendix A. Employees whose wage is below the maximum of the
appropriate pay range will receive 5Yo within range movement, not to exceed the
maximum.
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Effective July 1o 2022 (no retroactivity), employees covered by this Agreement shall be
paid in accordance with Appendix A. Employees whose wage is below the maximum of
the appropriate pay range will receive a $0.50 per hour (or equivalent for salaried staff)
within range movement, not to exceed the maximum.

Effective January l, 2023, employees covered by this Agreement shall be paid in
accordance with Appendix A. Employees whose wage is below the maximum of the
appropriate pay range will receive 5%o within range movement, not to exceed the
maximum.

Employees will remain on the Open Range Scale through December 31, 2023 at which
point the Union may elect to convert to the pay schedule attached as Appendix B. No
Employee shall move to a lesser rate of pay if the Open Range Scale is not retained after
December 31,2023.

Effective January 112024, adjustments to the Minimum and Maximum pay on the Open
Range Scale shall be negotiated between the Employer and the Union.

21.2 While on the Open Range Scale, employees whose wage is below the maximum of the
appropriate pay range will receive a minimum of 2%o within range movement, not to exceed
the maximum, on January 1, along with any other negotiated increase. This guaranteed
minimum of 2%o within range movement does not apply during years when the State of
Minnesota imposes levy limits on counties. When levy limits apply, this Section 21.2 shall
be reopened for negotiation. If the Open Range Scale is eliminated, this Section 2L2 shall
become null and void.

21.3 The Employer does not consider the Open Range Scale to include any elements of pay for
performance. If the employer desires to move to a pay for performance system in the future
it must be negotiated with the Union. There is no guarantee that the Union will agree to a
pay for performance system.

21.4 All employees shall remain at their rate of pay at the expiration date of this Agreement
until a new Agreement is executed by the parties.

21.5 Overtime Hours. Overtime compensation will be based on status under the Fair Labor
Standards Act. All non-exempt employees who are assigned by the Employer to work in
excess of forty (40) hours in a work week shall be compensated for such overtime hours at
the rate of one and one-half (l %) times the regular straight time rate of pay.

21.6 Termination. Employees who terminate employment prior to the date of County Board
approval of this Agreement shall not be eligible for retroactive wage adjustments.

2I.7 An employee who is promoted to a higher paid classification shall be placed on the step
that results in at least a $0.25 per hour increase (or $520/year increase for full-time
salaried/FlSA exempt positions). Thereafter, the employee would receive increases as
provided for by the Agreement.
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2I.8 An employee whose job classification is upgraded will be placed on the step in the new
pay range that results in at least a $0.75 per hour increase (or $1,560/year increase for full-
time salaried/FlsA exempt positions).

ARTICLE 22. MSRS HCSP

22.I All employees (probationary and non-probationary) will contribute the following amount
to the MSRS HCSP: $75.00 per paycheck.

22.2 This section applies only to employees who were hired on or before April l, 2008, after
completion of ten (10) years continuous service, and who were eligible for severance pay
under either the Licensed Essential bargaining agreement or the Non-Licensed Essential
bargaining agreement prior to promotion to this Law Enforcement Labor Services
Supervisory unit: For employees who have met age and service requirements necessary to
receive an annuity from PERA or who are receiving a disability benefit from PERA, the
County will deposit 100% of the employee's severance pay and accrued but unused
vacation into a MSRS HCSP account upon retirement or resignation in good standing.

ARTICLE 23. INDEMNIFICATION

Should future amendment to Minn. Stat. $471 .44 or 5466.07 impact employees' terms and
conditions of employment, the Union or Employer may elect to re-open the Labor Agreement to
meet and negotiate.

ARTICLE 24. EXPIRATION

The period of this Agreement shall be from the lst day of January,202I, until the 31st day of
December,2023, and shall continue in full force and effect from yearto yearthereafter, unless
written notice of intention to terminate or modify this Agreement is given by either party to the
other party sixty (60) days prior to the date of expiration or any anniversary thereof. Such notice
may be delivered personally or by certified mail and if by mail, the notice must be received sixty
(60) days prior to the expiration or anniversary date thereof. If the notice is to terminate, this
Agreement shall then terminate on the anniversary date next following. If the notice is to change
or modifu, such notice shall specify the changes or modifications demanded.
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By:

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 14th day of June,
2022.

AITKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

By:
Chairperson

County Administrator

By:
Human Resources Director

LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVICES, LOCAL # 504

By
Secretary-Treasurer, Local No. 504

By:
President, Local No. 504

By
Business Agent
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Law Enforcement Labor Services Supervisory Unit
January 1,202I

Undersheriff, Grade 15

Jail Administrator, Grade 14

Assistant Jail Administrator, Grade 10

Dispatch Supervisor / Co-Jail Program Coordinator, Grade 9
STS Coordinator I Co-Jail Program Coordinator, Grade 7
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APPENDIX A
Wase Schedules

One-hall percent (O.5%) General Adjustment 1/1/2021MODIFIEO UNIFORM WAGE SCAIE, JANUARY I, 2021

GradeMinimum.BCD
5 46.61 5 47.99

5 44.89 I 46.21
S +a.sz

S 42.3s

S 40.73

s 39.10

5 37.48

s 3s.86

$ 34.23

5 32,61

s 30.99

s 29.36

S 27.74

5 26.72

S 24.49

s 22.87

s 21-2s

$ 19.62

s 18.00

S 16.38

s 14.7s

I 13.13

45.27

43.60

41.93

44.26

38.58

36.91

35.24

t1.90
34.22

28.55

26.88

25.27

21.86

24.t9
18.52

16.85

15.17

13.50

E

49.41 s
47.s8 s
4s.7s s

sz.sz S

42.10 S

40.27 $

38.44 s
36.62 s
34.79 $

32.96 s
31.14 I
2s.31 S

27.48 $

2s.6s 5

23.83 S

22.00 s
20.17 s
18.3s $

16.52 s

rq.os $

F

50.87

48.99

47.L4
45.22

43.34

4L.46

19.58
37.69

35.81

33.93

32.O5

30.17

74.28

26.40

24.52

22.64

20.76

16.99

15.11

H

s 53.e2

I s1.e3

5 49.93

J

5 s7.17

s s5.0s

5 s2.93

5 so.81

s 48.69

s 46.s8

s 44.46

5 42.34

$ 40.22

5 38.10

I 3s.99

s 33.87

I31.7s
S 29.63

5 21.51

5 2s.39

S 23.28

5 21.16

S 19.04

s 16.92

K

S 58.86

5 5b.ba

5 54.s0

S 52.32

s s0.13

5 47.9s

$ 45-77

s 43.s9

S 41.41

S 39.23

S 37.04

s 34.86

5 32.68

5 3o.so

5 28.32

I 26.14

$ 23.es

5 7t.77
S 19.s9

$ 77.4r

L

60.61

s8.36

56.11

51.62

49.37

47.12

44.88

42.63

40.38

38.14

35.89

33.64

3r.39
29,15

26.90

24_65

22.47

zo.16

17.9r

M

62.40

60.09

57.78

55.46

53.15

50.83

44.52

46,24

43.89

41,_57

39.26

36.94

34.63

32.32

30.00

27.69

25.37

23.06

20.74

18.43

N

63.73

61.36

59.00
56.63

54.27

51.91

49.54

47.14
44.ar
42.45

40.09

31.72

35.36
32.99

34.63

24.26

25.90
23.54

21.17

18.81

43.16

4t.44

38.OO

36.28

34.55

44.44

42.67

40.89

39.12

G

50.44

I

S ss.s2

S 53.47

5 s1.41

Maximum/o
5 6s.64

s 63.20

5 60.71

s s8.33

I ss.go

$ 53.46

I s1.o3

s 48.59

$ 46.16

I 43.12

S 41.29

5 38.8s

s 36.42

s 33.98

s 31.s5

$ 29.11

s 26.68

5 24.24

s 21.81

S 19.37

39.72

20

l9
18

t7
15

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

s

5

s

$

5

5

5

s

I
I
s

s

I
5

s

5

I
s
a

5

5

s

$

s

s

s

$

$

s

$

s

5

s

s

s

s

s

s

s

5

s

I

48.50

46.56

44.62

42.68

s 40.74

s 38.80

t 36.87

5 34.93

S 32.es

I 31.05

s 29.11

5 z7.t7

5 25.24

s 23.30

I 21.36

s 19.42

I 17.48

s 1s.s4

5 47.e3 S

5 4s.e4 S

S 43.e4 $

5 41.e4 5

s 3e.es $

$ 37.9s $

5 3s.e6 S

5 33.s6 $

S 31.e6 5

$ 2e.e7 5

s 27.e7 s

5 2s.e7 5

5 23.e8 5

S 21.e8 S

s 1e.e8 I
S 17.ee S

$ ls.ee I

49.35

47.30

45.24

43.18

41.L3

39.O7

31.O1

34.96

32.90

30.84

24.79

26.73

24.67

5 31.11

s 29.39

> lt ,oo

s 25.94

$ 24.22

$ 22.5a

5 20.78

I 19.os

s 17.33

s rs.61

S 13.89

35.57

33.80

32.O2

30.25

24.47

26.7A

24.93

17. L\

21.38

19.60

17.83

16.06

22.62

20.56

18.51

16.45

oPEN RANGE SCATE FOR JANUARY \2422
Grade

OPEN RANGE SCALE FOR JULY L,2022
GradeMIN MAX

FLSA Non-Exempt

MIN MAX

FLSA Exempt

MIN MAX

F|SA Non-Exempt

MIN MAX

FLSA Exempt

2g 5 46.18 5 os.ss s 96,048.46 s 143,436.44 2A 5 +s.ss 5 os.so s 101,809.57 Sraz,qts.+q
19 5 qq.qt $ on.+o $ sz,soo.ge s 138,11s.22 19 S qtsq 5 oe .+o S 98,046.0s 5138,11s.22
18 5 qz.tt S e:.s+ $ BB,9s3.so 5r37,794.00 18 S +s.r: 5 o:.4+ 5 94,282.57 s 132,7e4.00

L7 $ qr.oo $ or.zs $ Bs,406.o2 $ L27,472.78 L7 $ 43.52 5 or.za $ 9o,s19.oo $127,472.78
16 $ :e.:o $ sa.zE 5 81,8s8.s4 S 122,151.s6 16 $ 4L.7r S se.t: $ B6,7ss.48 S rzz,rsr.so
15 5 37.6s $ so.rr s 78,311.06 s 116,830.34 1.5 $ 3e.eo 5 ss.u S 82,991.96 5116,830.34
t4 5 35.e4 $ s:.or 574,763.s8 s 111,s09.12 t4 $ 38.oe 5 53.61 $ 79,228.44 S 111.509.12

13 5 zq.zq 5 51.0s 5 71,216.10 5106,187.90 13 $ Ee.zs 5 sr.os $ 75,464.92 5106,1s7.90
1? S 32.s3 $ 4s.49 567,668.6? 5100,866.68 12 5 sq.qt S qa.+g S 71,701.40 5100,s66.6s
lt 5 so.ss $ 4s.e4 $64,L21.r4 $ 9s,s4s.46 11 5 :z.os 5 +s.eq s 67,937.87 S 9s,54s.46
10 $ zs.rz 5 q:.:e 5 60.s73.66 S 9a,724.24 10 5 :o.ss 5 +:.:e S aq,fiqss S 90,224.24

9 $ zt.qz S +o.ez $ s7,026.1s 5 84,9a3.a2 9 $ es.o+ $ +o.ez S 60,403.20 $ 84,eo3.o2

8 $ zs.tr S :e.ze $ sJ,47s.70 $ 79,s81.80 I S zt.zz 5 gs.zo 5 56,638.40 $ 79,sB1.Bo

7 5 zq.o1 5 :s.zo S4e,ezr.zz s 74,260.s8 7 S zs.qz $ :s.:o s 52,873.60 S 74,260.ss
6 5 zz.x 5 ::.rq $ 46,3s3.74 S 68,939.36 6 $ z:.oz $ ::.rq s 49,129.60 S 68,e39.36

5 $ zo.ss $ :o.ss 542,836.26 S 63,618.14 5 $ zr.er $ :o.se $ 4s,364.80 S 63,618.14

4 5 ra.as $ za.o: $ 19,288.78 s s8,296.92 4 5 zo.oo $ aa.o: S 41,600.00 S s8,2e6.e2

3 $ rz.rs 5 zs.qt $ 3s,741.30 5 sz,gts.ta 3 5 ra.rs 5 zs.qt S 37,83s.20 s s7,97s.7A

2 $ rs.qe $ zz.st S 32,193.s2 5 47,654.48 2 5 ro.:s $ zz.gr $ 34,070.40 S 47,654.48
1 $ tz;t S zo.:s 5 28,646.34 S 4?,233.26 1 5 14.s7 5 zo.:s $ 3o,3os.60 5 42,332.26

Appendix A continued on next page.
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,oPEN RANGE SCALE FOR JANUARY 1, 2023

Grade

APPENDIX A, Continued
Wage Schedules

MIN M$(
FI.SA Non-Exempt

MIN MAX

FISA Exempt

2A $ sa.go 5 zo.:+ $ tos,ggt.gs $ r+e,sos.re
19 5 eg.oz $ or.ru S tol,ggt.gg 5t+a,gll.sz
18 5 47.14 $ os.rz 5 gg,osE.g: $ 135,44E.98

t7 $ qs.zs $ ez.sr $ gq,ttg.ze $ r=o,ozz.zg
16 $ +:.gg 5 sE.so $ go,zzs.lo $ 124,594.59

15 5 +r.so $ st.zg 5 so,srr.oe $ ttg,leg.gq
t4 $ :g.sr $ s+.os $ gz,Egt.5g 5 ttl,zeg.lo
13 5 Et.tz s 52.A7 $ 78,483.51 51o8,311.65
t2 $ gs.es 5 4e.46 $ t+,sog.+s $ 102,884.01

11 $ rr.sz $ +e.ss $ ro,oss.re $ 97,456.37

10 5 :z.os $ ++.2+ $ Fe,z+t.Eg 5 gz,gzg.lz

I $ so.zo $ 41.64 $ oz,gtg.EE $ ge,CI.ot.og

I $ zs.Ee 5 :g.o= $ s*,go3.g+ 5 gt,tz:.+E
7 5 zs.++ 5 36.42 $ 54,988.54 S 7s,745.79

6 5 z+.ss $ :e.sr $ st,og4.tg $ 70,318.15

5 $ zz.os $ ar.zo 5 47,tlg.lE $ n+,ggc.so
4 $ zo.ao $ zs.sg $ +:,zeq.oo $ 59,46a.96

3 5 rs.gz $ zs.ge $ 39"3+g.nt $ sq,o:s.zt
2 $ rz.o+ $ 23.37 $ gs,+ee.zz $ qs,noz.st

1 $ rs.rs $ zo.rs $ gt,517.gz $ Eg,ttE.gz
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Grade

FLSA Non-Exempt

t2/3112023 OPEN RANGE SCArE CONVERTED TO SIEP SCHFDUtE

APPENDIX B
Revert to Step Schedule

MIN MAX

oA B c o E F G H I K t M N

S so.go S 52.29 S s3.68 s 55.07 s 56.46 S s7.85 s s9.23 S 60.62 S 62.01 S 63.40 S 64.79 s 66.17 S 67.s6 s 68.9s S 70.34

t9 s 49.02 5 s0.36 5 51.70 $ s3.o3 I s4.37 5 s5.70 s s7-o4 s s8.38 s s9.71 s 61.Os s 62.38 5 63.72 5 65.06 S 66.39 5 67.73
18 s 47.14 s 48.43 5 49.7r s s0.99 S s2,28 S s3.s6 S s4.8s S 56.13 S st.4t S s8,70 S s9.98 S 6r.27 S 62.ss S 63.84 S 6s.12

17 s 45.26 s 46.49 s 47.72 s 48.96 5 so.19 s s1.42 s s2-6s s 53.89 s 55-12 $ 56.35 s 57_s8 $ 58.81 s 6o.0s s 61.28 s 62.51

16 s 43.38 s 44.s6 s 45.14 I 46.92 s 48.10 s 49.28 5 s0.46 S s1.64 S s2.82 S s4.oo S ss.18 5 s6.36 s s7.54 S s8.72 S s9.90
15 s 41.s0 s 42.62 s 43.7s s 44.88 s 46.01 s 47.74 s 48.27 s 49.39 5 so.s2 5 s1.6s s s2.78 s s3.91 s ss.o4 $ s6.16 s 5].2e
!4 5 39.6L s 40.69 S 4t.77 s 42.84 5 43.92 5 4s.oo s 46.07 5 47.1s s 48.22 5 49.30 s s0.38 s s1.45 s s2.s3 S s3.61 S 54.68
13 S 37.73 S 38.76 S 39.78 s 40.81 s 41.83 s 42.8s 5 43.88 S 44.90 s 4s.93 s 46.95 S 47.98 S 49.00 s 50.02 S 51.os s s2.o7

12 s 3s.8s 5 36.82 s 37.80 5 38.77 $ 19.74 s 40.71 s 41.68 s 42.66 s 43.63 s 44.60 s 4s.57 s 46.5s 5 47.s2 s 48.49 s 49.46

S 33.97 S 34.89 S is.8r. S 36.71 s 37.65 s 38.s7 s 39.49 5 40.41 s 4r.33 5 42.25 s 43.77 s 44.09 s 45.01 s 45.93 s 46.8s
L0 s 32.09 s 32.96 s 33.82 s 34.69 s 3s.s6 5 36.43 s 37.30 s 38.17 s 39.03 5 3s.e0 s 40.77 s 47.64 s 42.51 5 43.38 I 44.24

9 S 30.20 5 3t.o2 S 11.83 S 32.6s S 33.47 s 34.29 s 35.10 s 3s.92 s 36.74 s 37.5s S i8.37 s 39.19 S 4o.oo s 40.82 s 41.64
8 S 28.32 s 29.08 s 29.8s s 30.61 s 31.38 S 32.14 S 32.e1 s 33.67 $ J4.44 s 3s.20 S 3s.e7 S 36.73 $ 37.so s 38.26 S 3e.o3

7 5 26.44 5 27.15 s 27.86 s 28.s8 s 29.29 S 3o.oo S 30.71 S 31.43 S 32.14 S 32.85 S 33.s6 S 34.28 5 34.99 s 3s.70 S 36.42

6 S 24.s6 S z5.zz S 2s.89 s 26.ss s 27.2t s 27.87 $ 28.s3 5 29.L9 5 29.8s 5 30.s1 s 31.17 s 31.83 5 32.49 $ 33.15 $ 33.81

5 s 22.68 5 23.2e s 23.90 5 24.st s 25.12 5 25.72 s 26.?3 s 26.94 s 27.ss s 28.16 s 28.76 s 29.37 I 29.98 S 30,s9 S 31.20

4 s 20.80 s 21.36 s 21.91 s 22.47 s 23.03 s 23.58 s 24.14 s 24.69 s 25-2s s 2s.81 s 26.36 I 26.92 s 21.4A s 28.03 I 28.s9
3 s 18.92 S 19.42 s 19.93 5 20.43 s 20.93 $ 27,44 5 27.94 s 22.4s 5 22.95 5 23.46 s 23.96 5 24.47 s 24.97 5 2s.47 s 2s.98

S 17.04 S 17.49 S 17.94 I 18.39 s 18.84 s 19.30 s 19.7s s 20.20 s 20.65 s 21.11 s 21.s6 s 22.01 s 22.46 s 22.92 s 23.37

I s 1s.15 S 1s.ss s 1s.9s 5 16.3s s 16.7s s 17.16 s 17.56 517.e6 5 18.36 s 18.76 s 19.16 s 19.s6 s 19.96 s 20.36 5 2O.16
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (EARLY RETIREMENT INCENTIVE)

This Memorandum of Agreement is entered into between Aitkin County (hereafter "County") and
Law Enforcement Labor Services Local Union No. 504 (hereafter "Union").

WHEREAS, the County and the Union are parties to a collective bargaining agreement
negotiated pursuant to the Public Employment Labor Relations Act; and

WHEREAS, during negotiations for the 2021-2023 collective bargaining agreement, the
parties discussed early retirement incentives; and

WHEREAS, the employer incorporated an early retirement incentive provision into the
Aitkin County Personnel Policy manual in January 2019.

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

1. Employees of this bargaining unit who meet the criteria defined in the Aitkin County
Personnel Policy for participation in the early retirement incentive in 2022 and 2023
will have the opportunity to participate.

2. This Memorandum of Agreement constitutes the complete and total agreement of the
parties regarding this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this MOA to be executed this 14th
day ofJune,2022.

FOR LOCAL NO. 504: FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN:

Secretary'Treasurer, Local No. 504 Chairperson,
Aitkin County Board of Commissioners

President, Local No. 504 County Administrator

Business Agent Human Resources Director
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